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WELCOMING REMARKS:

Irvin S.Y. Chen, PhD

Director, UCLA AIDS Institute

Dr. Irvin S.Y. Chen received his BA in biology/genetics from Cornell University in 1977, and his PhD in molecular biology from the University of Wisconsin in 1981.  At Wisconsin, he trained under Dr. Howard Temin, a 1975 Nobel Laureate for Medicine.  Dr. Chen completed his postdoctoral studies at the University of Wisconsin (1981‑1982), and at UCLA (1982‑1984) with Dr. David Golde.

In 1984, Dr. Chen was made assistant professor in the Division of Hematology-Oncology of the Department of Medicine at UCLA.  Since 1990, he has been a professor in the Department of Microbiology & Immunology and in the Department of Medicine in the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA.  He has served as director of numerous laboratories in the UCLA medical center, and as director of the UCLA AIDS Institute since its inception in 1991.  He is an internationally renowned investigator in cancer and AIDS research who has made significant scientific contributions to the study of the human retroviruses, human T‑cell leukemia virus (HTLV), and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), the causative agent of AIDS.  He was the first to clone the leukemia virus known as HTLV‑II, and this work is the basis for a blood-screening test that is currently under review by the FDA.  Dr. Chen has made a number of fundamental discoveries regarding how HTLV and HIV infect cells and cause disease.  

In his capacity as director of the UCLA AIDS Institute, Dr. Chen coordinates all AIDS-related patient care, education and research activities at UCLA and its affiliated hospitals.  He also has extensive industrial collaborations with pharmaceutical companies, including Amgen, Merck, and Abbott Laboratories.  Dr. Chen is the recipient of many awards, including a National Cancer Institute Merit Award and a Leukemia Society of America Scholar Award.  He was a board member of the Arthur Ashe Foundation for the Defeat of AIDS, and has served on the U.S.-Japan AIDS Advisory Panel as well as on the editorial boards of many scientific publications.

John Hamilton, 

Assistant Provost, UCLA, on behalf of Chancellor Albert Carnesale

John A. Hamilton is the Assistant Provost at UCLA.  He previously held the titles of Assistant Dean, Academic Personnel, in the UCLA the School of the Arts and Architecture and Special Assistant to the Vice Chancellor for Academic Personnel.  He is a co-founder of the non-profit organization Partners in Malawi, which supports HIV/AIDS work in that African country.

Michael Steinberg, Honorary Chair

Former CEO, Macy’s West

Mr. Steinberg, a native South African, is the former CEO of Macy’s West.  He and Macy’s West have a long and distinguished history of supporting AIDS research, especially through Macy’s Passport, which has raised and given away over $20 million to AIDS causes over the past 10 years.  UCLA and UCSF are among the major, multi-year beneficiaries of this extraordinary fund-raising campaign.  Mr. Steinberg and his wife, Sue, have also committed their personal resources to the epidemic, and have supported vaccine efforts here at UCLA and at UCSF.  More recently the Steinbergs have facilitated a gift to establish the Michael and Sue Steinberg Endowed Chair in Global AIDS Research within the Division of Infectious Diseases in the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA.  This gift provides enormous support for our efforts to contain—and ultimately extinguish—the HIV epidemic.  “Advocacy as a Way of Life,” which appears on page 30 of the copy of Insider that you will find in this folder, describes Mr. Steinberg’s long and active involvement in persuading the Fortune 500 companies which do business with South Africa that it is in their corporate best interest to fund AIDS vaccine research.

FIRST KEYNOTE ADDRESS:

The Honorable Stephen Lewis 

United Nations Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa
Ambassador Lewis's work with the U.N. has shaped the past two decades of his career.  From 1995 to 1999, Mr. Lewis was Deputy Executive Director of UNICEF at the organization’s global headquarters in New York.  He was first appointed as Special Representative for UNICEF in 1990.  In that capacity, he spoke and traveled regularly as a spokesperson for UNICEF’s advocacy on behalf of the rights and needs of children, especially children of the developing world. In 1997, in addition to his work at UNICEF, Mr. Lewis was appointed by the Organization of African Unity to a panel to investigate the genocide in Rwanda. The panel's report was issued in June of 2000.

From 1984 through 1988, Stephen Lewis was Canadian Ambassador to the United Nations.  In this capacity, he chaired the committee that drafted the Five-Year U.N. Program on African Economic Recovery.  He also chaired the first International Conference on Climate Change, which drew up the first comprehensive policy on global warming.  Prior to his nomination as ambassador, Mr. Lewis was a noted radio and television commentator, and during this time he also became a prominent labor relations arbitrator.  Mr. Lewis holds 20 honorary degrees from Canadian universities.  In May 2003, in recognition of his outstanding contributions to public health, Columbia University’s Mailman School of Public Health honored Mr. Lewis with the Dean’s Distinguished Service Award, and in 2003 he was appointed a Companion of the Order of Canada, Canada’s highest honor for lifetime achievement.   

On June 1, 2001, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan appointed Mr. Lewis as his Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa.  In 2003, Mr. Lewis created the Stephen Lewis Foundation to help ease the pain of HIV/AIDS in Africa.

PANEL 1: 

Gail Elizabeth Wyatt, PhD

Moderator  

Dr. Wyatt is a clinical psychologist, sex therapist and professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Biobehavioral Sciences at UCLA.  She was an NIMH Research Scientist Career Development Awardee for 17 years.  Her research examines the consensual and abusive sexual relationships of women and men, the effects of these experiences on their psychological well-being, and the cultural context of risks for sexually-transmitted diseases and HIV.  She has conducted national and international research since 1980, funded by the National Institutes of Mental Health, the National Institute of Drug Abuse, state and private foundations.  The recipient of numerous awards, Dr. Wyatt has to her credit more than 110 journal articles and book chapters, and has co-edited or written five books, including Stolen Women: Reclaiming our Sexuality, Taking Back Our Lives and No More Clueless Sex: 10 Secrets to a Sex Life That Works for Both of You.  Dr. Wyatt is Associate Director of the UCLA AIDS Institute and coordinates a core of behavioral scientists who consult with other researchers to recruit underserved populations and conduct research that effectively incorporates socio-cultural factors into HIV/AIDS research.

Dr. Wyatt has received numerous awards and honors for her scientific accomplishments, mentoring, and teaching. She has also testified before the United States Congress eight times on issues related to health policy. She was the first African-American woman to be licensed as a psychologist in the state of California.  She has been happily married for 39 years to Dr. Lewis Wyatt, an obstetrician-gynecologist in private practice. They have two adult children, Lance, a plastic and reconstructive surgeon, and Lacey, a family medicine physician on the faculty at UCLA, and one granddaughter, Kamile. 
Sylvester Madu, DSc

Dr. Ntomchukwu Sylvester Madu is the head of the psychology department at the University of the North in South Africa and has spent much of the past ten years researching and conducting psychotherapy in Africa, starting in his native Nigeria. “Here, psychotherapy differs from the concept of psychotherapy in Europe and America,” says Madu, “because it must include concepts like religious and traditional healing. In the typical African environment, these are very important. Eighty percent of Africans consult traditional or religious healers.” 

Dr. Madu was trained in Austria, and when he returned to Nigeria in 1985 he was one of only five psychotherapists for 135 million people.  Psychotherapy was then completely new to Nigerians, so a certain amount of psycho-education had to take place.  “There are three different kinds of patients in Africa,” Madu says. “There are Westernized patients, who are used to seeing a Western medical doctor. There are the rural patients, who are used to seeing a traditional healer. And there are those born in the villages who moved to the townships. They consult both types.”

Dr. Madu has made enormous strides in gathering, organizing, and publishing literature related to counseling in the African context.  He is the president of the African chapter of the World Council for Psychotherapy and has received numerous awards, including the International Sigmund Freud Award for Psychotherapy of the City of Vienna, and the University of the North Research Excellence Award in 1998 and 2001. 

Daniel Ortiz, PhD

Daniel J. Ortiz received his PhD in social psychology from UCLA in 2001 and is now an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Science at Charles R. Drew University, where he has NIMH funding to study the barriers that Angolan women face in trying to avoid HIV infection. His work includes HIV-prevention interventions among disadvantaged populations, and in resource-poor settings both here and abroad. 

Chandice Covington PhD, RN, CPNP


Chandice Y. Covington, PhD, CPNP, RN, earned her BSN at the University of Texas at Houston, her MSN at the University of Texas at Galveston, and her PhD at the University of Michigan School of Nursing. She holds the position of Professor and Section Chair at the UCLA School of Nursing.  Dr Covington is keenly aware of the interrelationship of the physiological, psychological, and environmental components that define excellence in nursing care.  Her work centers on both prevention and restoration, and the interventions that she has developed are carefully targeted.  Her research embraces the lifespan of the entire family, not just the patient, and ranges from relatively simple interventions, like a catheter drip to help breastfeeding newborns adjust to suckling, to a complex device that is used to aspirate fluid from the breasts of mature women—a kind of “Pap smear” for breast cancer.  Her most revolutionary project involves babies born HIV-negative to HIV-positive mothers in sub-Sahara Africa. Where the water supply is dangerous, and formula too expensive to be considered, she and her team of Kenyan nurses and midwives is teaching the aunts and grandmothers of these infants how to re-lactate in order to supply the babies with nourishment.

Marguerita Lightfoot, PhD

Dr. Marguerita Lightfoot's research specialization is in the areas of HIV intervention and prevention for adolescents. She has been involved in research interventions that included the recruitment and implementation of a research protocol with ethnically diverse populations of low-income women and men, youth living with HIV, and seriously mentally ill women and men.  In addition, she has worked as a mental-health clinician at SPECTRUM Services and Research, based at Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science in central Los Angeles, and is eligible for psychology licensing in the state of California.  She has conducted psychotherapy with predominately African-American and Latino adults, couples, and families infected and/or affected by HIV.  Dr. Lightfoot has successfully conducted provider training with AIDS service organizations and the Los Angeles Office of AIDS Programs and Policy.  She is currently working on implementing interventions for mothers with AIDS and their well adolescents, computer-based interventions, and the career development of at-risk youth.  She has developed cognitive behavioral interventions, including an HIV intervention protocol and program for youth living with HIV who abuse alcohol and drugs. She is also experienced in the use of innovative data-collection techniques from a range of diverse populations.

PERFORMANCE:

Peter Carpenter. MFA

Peter Carpenter is a choreographer and scholar currently completing course work for a PhD in Culture and Performance Studies at UCLA's Department of World Arts and Cultures.  He received his MFA in Dance at UCLA in 2003 and has made choreographic work related to HIV/AIDS since 1993, including the evening-length dance-theater work “Bareback into the Sunset,” which premiered at Highways Performance Space last year.  He has served as the artistic associate for XSIGHT! Performance Group, the resident choreographer for the StreetSigns Center for Literature and Performance, and as a freelance choreographer for a number of independent theater and dance companies.  As a result of these efforts, he has been awarded Chicago’s Ruth Page Award for Outstanding Choreography and Performance, and a Joseph Jefferson Citation for Outstanding Theater Choreography and Performance.  He has also received numerous grants and commissions for the creation of new work.

Lynn Johnson

Lynn Johnson is a director, performer, and educator committed to youth and community development.  As co-founder of Glitter & Razz Productions, she produces theatrical events for the whole family that are fun and creatively challenging.  She lives in San Francisco with her partner in life and business, Allison Kenny.

Allison Kenny 

Allison Kenny is an actor, educator, and youth development trainer who specializes in creative drama for young children.  Her work with Glitter & Razz Productions allows her to direct arts camps, design and teach "Itty-Bitty Theater Workshops," and perform for family audiences all over the Bay Area.

Oliver Tarpaga

Oliver Tarpaga was born in Kaya, Burkina Faso.  In 1993 he began to tour Africa, Europe, and America as a dancer with the Bourgeon du Burkina.  From 1994 to 2000 he trained with Salia Sanou of Companie Salia Ni Seydou.  In 1999 he began to tour as a djembe drummer with Mamadou Kienou and Ensemble Foteban.  In 2000 Tarpaga co-founded Compagnie T, which was selected as one of the top ten contemporary African dance companies for its "extraordinary energy, grace, and style."  In 2002 he moved to the United States, where he founded Tarpaga Dance Project.  He currently teaches in the Fullerton and Los Angeles school districts and at the UCLA Recreation Center.

Sri Susilowati

Sri Susilowati is the director and founder of Sri Dance Company, a dance group that creates and performs contemporary works on the subjects of community, gender, and ethnicity through dance and multi-media. She is a graduate of the Indonesian Institute of the Arts in Yogyakarta and has an MFA from the department of World Arts and Cultures at UCLA. Sri currently teaches at Santa Monica College.

PANEL 2:

Eric G. Bing, MD, PhD, MPH

Moderator

For over a decade Dr. Eric Bing has conducted international research on the psychiatric aspects of HIV and HIV prevention.  One of his first investigations was the World Health Organization international study on neuropsychiatic aspects of HIV infection.  This study, conducted in Kenya, Zaire (now known as the Democratic Republic of Congo), Thailand, Brazil, and the U.S., found no higher rates of psychiatric disorder among people with symptomatic HIV disease than among those who were asymptomatic.  Dr. Bing’s work domestically has focused on developing interventions to improve adherence to medications for people living with HIV.  He, along with Dr. Gail Wyatt, developed a 6-week intervention based on motivational interviewing techniques.  In this project, funded by the University-wide AIDS Research Program of California and the Health Resources and Services Administration, he enrolled 200 HIV-positive African-American men and women with substance-abuse and mental-health problems.  Preliminary findings suggest that individuals enrolled in the intervention had greater compliance with medical regimens and consumed less alcohol and drugs than individuals randomized to the control condition.  Dr. Bing was also the director of the mental health and substance-abuse team for the HIV and Costs and Services Utilization Study (HCSUS), a national cohort study of nearly 3,000 people receiving care for HIV in the United States. 

Dr. Bing is currently engaged in a number of research projects that seek to improve access to HIV specialty care for disadvantaged populations using telemedicine technology.  With support from USAID, Dr. Bing is working with Dr. Belchoir da Silva, from the Universidade Agostinho Neto in Luanda, Angola, to implement a telemedicine connection between the two institutions.  The proposed project is an extension of Dr. Bing’s existing HIV prevention project in Angola.  Dr. Bing’s research is supported through the state-funded Center for AIDS Research, Education and Services and the NIAAA-funded Collaborative Alcohol Research Center, both of which he directs at Drew.  Dr. Bing is also supported by, and co-directs, the NIMH-funded Center for HIV Identification, Prevention, and Treatment Services at UCLA. 

Louis Munyakazi , PhD, MSc 

Louis Munyakazi is currently the Director of the Treatment and Research for AIDS Center (TRAC), the national agency for HIV/AIDS in Kigali, Rwanda. As such, he provides leadership in the development of national standards and curricula for various areas of HIV/AIDS care and research, including care and treatment, prevention of mother-to-child transmission, voluntary counseling and testing, epidemiology and monitoring, and evaluation of health-sector programs.

Before he assumed his current position in Kilgali, Dr. Munyakazi was a scientific researcher at Amgen, a leading biotechnology company in Southern California, and a senior statistician at Monsanto, a pharmaceutical company in St. Louis, Missouri.  While there, he became uniquely qualified in modeling techniques used to predict growth curves and evaluate the stability of field crops.  His interests extended to the application of linear and non-linear mixed models of pharmacokinetic data, repeated measures designs, longitudinal or growth data, and calculation of the minimum effective dose of a drug product and its shelf-life. He has shown leadership in statistical support of major projects, including providing assistance to other biostatisticians—especially in modern statistical techniques such as equivalence tests, meta-analysis, generalized linear mixed models, and data mining techniques.  

Karen G. Cheng, PhD

Dr. Cheng completed her PhD in social psychology at UCLA in 2002.  She is currently an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and Human Behavior at Charles R. Drew University, and a core investigator with the Methods Core of the Center for HIV Identification, Prevention and Treatment Services (CHIPTS).  Dr. Cheng has worked with the militaries in two post-conflict countries, Angola and Rwanda, to strengthen their HIV/AIDS prevention programs.  She is also developing innovative ways to use handheld computer technology to improve HIV/AIDS prevention and care in resource-poor nations.

Jennifer F. Klot

Jennifer F. Klot is currently a senior adviser at the Social Science Research Council, where she is directing two new initiatives—one on HIV/AIDS, the other on Gender and Security.  Prior to this she served as a senior adviser at the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) on Governance, Peace and Security, where she supported a global program on women’s leadership, humanitarian protection, and gender justice.  In this capacity she also provided expert advice to the Arusha peace process and to the facilitator of the Inter-Congolese Dialogue, helping to broker women’s participation in these processes and ensure attention to gender issues on the substantive negotiation agendas.  Ms. Klot was instrumental in introducing gender issues onto the U.N.’s peace and security agenda and directed the preparation of a global independent-expert assessment on women, peace and security.  Ms. Klot co-authored Graça Machel’s definitive book on the impact of armed conflict on children, and she established and managed the fund’s global initiative on gender-responsive budgets.  

Between 1994 and 2000, Ms. Klot served as a policy advisor on peace and security at the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). There she provided policy direction in the areas of disarmament, peacekeeping, humanitarian affairs and human rights, and was instrumental in developing line-items for children within peacekeeping operations.  She provided key support for the creation of an Office for the Under-Secretary General and Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict.  At UNICEF, Ms. Klot had full management responsibility for the General Assembly-mandated U.N. study on the Impact of Armed Conflict on Children, chaired by Graça Machel.

Between 1988 and 1993, Ms. Klot was based in South Africa, where she served as the regional representative for the southern Africa office of “Ashoka: Innovators for the Public,” an international fellowship program for public entrepreneurs.  In South Africa, Ms. Klot worked with community-based service organizations on issues relating to migrant labor and housing policy.  In the cultural arena, she directed a project to research, document, and disseminate the indigenous music of southern Africa for performance and educational purposes, supported a cultural and performance program at the Alexandra Art Center, and recorded and toured internationally with the African Jazz Pioneers, a South African jazz ensemble. 

Ms. Klot has traveled extensively and worked in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, North Africa, Europe and Latin America. She speaks regularly on issues relating to peace and security, human rights, gender and humanitarian affairs. Ms. Klot was a visiting scholar at the University of the Witwatersrand in South Africa and received a Master of Regional Planning degree from Cornell University and a BA in Political Science and Economics from Rutgers University.
PANEL 3:

Thomas J. Coates, PhD

Moderator

Dr. Coates joined the Division of Infectious Diseases at the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA in 2003.  His areas of emphasis and expertise are HIV prevention, the relationship between prevention and treatment for HIV, the relationship between biological and social/behavioral prevention strategies, and HIV policies.  His domestic work has focused on men who have sex with men, and he has recently completed a nationwide clinical trial of an experimental HIV-preventive intervention focused on this population.  He is also finishing domestic trials of post-exposure prophylaxis.  In addition Dr. Coates is directing a community-randomized clinical trial in South Africa, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, and Thailand to determine the impact of strategies for destigmatizing HIV on HIV incidence community-wide; leading a prevention clinical trial in South America as part of a five-country effort; and has initiated work in China to conduct studies of prevention with HIV-infected individuals.  He is co-principal investigator of the NIAID-funded HIV Prevention Trials Network, and has been proposed as the Director of the Behavioral and Social Science Core of the HPTN being submitted in May 2005.  He was cited in Science in 2002 as the fourth highest-funded scientist in the clinical, social, and behavioral sciences, and was elected to the Institute of Medicine in 2000.

Phillip von Wielligh

Manager, Sustainable Development, Placer Dome South Africa

Mr. Von Wielligh, the manager of sustainable development at Placer Dome South Africa, one of the world’s largest gold-mining operations, is responsible for all aspects of sustainable development and social responsibility at Placer Dome, including HIV/AIDS programming.  Under his direction and leadership Placer Dome has emerged as a global leader in assuming social responsibility in the AIDS pandemic.  One of Mr. Wielligh’s key accomplishments has been developing the Placer Dome Care Project, a program that has been credited with changing the social face of the South African gold-mining industry.  In addition to the benefits derived from this program by miners and their families, the Care Project has solidly positioned Placer Dome as a global leader in social responsibility—and won numerous international awards in the process, including the Star of Africa Award from the American Chamber of Commerce in South Africa.

Mr. Wielligh also developed and directed AIDS Campaign-Team Mining, which brought the entire South African gold-mining industry into an industry-financed program to provide home-based care to mine workers stricken with AIDS and other serious medical conditions.  This project won a World Bank Development Innovation Award.  Mr. Wielligh holds a degree in Behavioral Sciences and has 25 years of experience in the mining industry, 20 of them in human resources.

Robert Dintruff 

Director, Global Care Initiatives, Abbott International
Robert Dintruff, a director for Abbott's Global Care Initiatives, has worked with Abbott Laboratories since completing his graduate work at the University of Michigan.  His assignments have included production, sales, business development and marketing management positions in both the Diagnostics Division and the International Division.

In recent years Rob has worked to develop Abbott's Step Forward program, an initiative that assists children orphaned by HIV and AIDS in developing nations.  He currently oversees the Abbott Access and Determine HIV Testing Donation programs along with a new initiative related to treatment for malaria.  Abbott Access provides two of that company’s widely used antiretroviral drugs, Kaletra and Norvir—at no profit to Abbott—to healthcare providers in Africa and other resource-poor regions of the world.  The Determine HIV Donation Program provides Abbott's rapid HIV antibody test free of charge to programs in Africa and elsewhere that use the test to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV.  Rob travels frequently to the 69 nations where these programs are offered. 

Perry Jansen, MD

Director, Partners in Hope, Malawi
Dr. Jansen, a member of Malawi’s Technical Working Group for HIV/AIDS, has contributed to the official Guidelines for the Use of Antiretroviral Therapy in Malawi and the Guidelines for the Treatment of Opportunistic Infections in Malawi.  He has also served as chair of the Network of Organizations for Vulnerable and Orphaned Children (NOVOCC) in that country.  Dr. Jansen graduated from Penn State College of Medicine in 1991.  After completing a residency in Family Practice at UCLA/Santa Monica Hospital, he began a private practice in Bremerton, Washington.  In 1998, he made his first relief trip overseas, to the Dominican Republic.  The following year, he went to Malawi, initially with an orphan-care project. On that trip, after seeing first-hand the impact of HIV/AIDS on this small but populous African country, he sensed he would not be spending the rest of his life in Bremerton.

Fortuitously, Dr. Jansen learned in 1999 that the African Bible College in Lilongwe, Malawi, was searching for a doctor to staff its small community clinic—and he moved there with Brenda, his wife of two decades, and their children, Nathan and Erin, to live and work with the Malawian people.  Recently, the Jansens welcomed Olivia, a year-old orphaned Malawi native, into their family.  Through the ABC clinic Dr. Jansen established an outreach program for Malawians affected by HIV/AIDS that combines HIV/AIDS prevention, clinical care, home-based care, and clinical research. That program has become one of the most dynamic and influential in the region.  In addition to diagnosing and treating men, women, and children with HIV/AIDS, the Jansens created new education and prevention programs in the surrounding villages—such as AIDS-education “clubs” in nearby schools, a home-based care program staffed by volunteers from local villages, and an in-patient malnutrition ward.

In 2000 Dr. Jansen received a Diploma in Tropical Medicine from Johns Hopkins School of Public Health, and two years later he became one of the first physicians in Malawi to launch an antiretroviral drug program, which is now the second-largest provider of HIV/AIDS care in central Malawi.  He called the multiple aims of his project Partners in Hope, emphasizing the overall goal of healing and bringing hope to a country demoralized by the impact of this disease.  Dr. Jansen has now left the ABC clinic in the capable hands of another physician in order to devote himself full-time to Partners in Hope, which has, in a very short period of time, expanded to become a Malawi-based non-profit organization that is actively assisting local and national government officials in their efforts to provide HIV/AIDS treatment and prevention.

Edmond J. Keller, PhD

Director, UCLA Globalization Research Center-Africa

Dr. Keller is Professor of Political Science, Director of the UCLA Globalization Research Center-Africa, and former Director of the  James S. Coleman African Studies Center at UCLA.  He specializes in comparative politics, with an emphasis on Africa.  Keller is the author of two monographs, Education, Manpower and Development: The Impact of Educational Policy in Kenya and Revolutionary Ethiopia: From Empire to People’s Republic, and has co-edited three books: Afro-Marxist Regimes:  Ideology and Public Policy (with Donald Rothchild); South Africa in Southern Africa: Domestic Change and International Conflict (with Louis Picard), and Africa in the New International Order: Rethinking State Sovereignty and Regional Security (with Donald Rothchild).  Dr. Keller’s main research focuses on issues of political transitions in Africa, cultural pluralism and nationalism, and conflict and conflict management in Africa.  

SECOND KEYNOTE ADDRESS:
Laurie Garrett

As a medical and science writer for New York’s Newsday, Laurie Garrett became the only writer ever to have been awarded all three of the Big “Ps” of journalism: the Peabody, the Polk (twice), and the Pulitzer. Ms. Garrett is also the best-selling author of The Coming Plague: Newly Emerging Diseases in a World Out of Balance and Betrayal of Trust: The Collapse of Global Public Health.  In March 2004, Ms. Garrett took the position of Senior Fellow for Global Health at the Council on Foreign Relations.  She is an expert on global health with a particular focus on newly emerging and re-emerging diseases, and on their effects on foreign policy and national security.  Garrett has been honored with two doctorates in humane letters honoris causa, from Wesleyan Illinois University and the University of Massachusetts, Lowell. 

Laurie Garrett is a fifth-generation Angeleno.  She graduated with honors in biology from the University of California in Santa Cruz, attended graduate school in the Department of Bacteriology and Immunology at UC Berkeley, and did research at Stanford University in the laboratory of Dr. Leonard Herzenberg.  During her PhD studies, Garrett started reporting on science news at KPFA, a local radio station. The hobby soon became far more interesting than graduate school, and she took a leave of absence to explore journalism. 

After leaving KPFA, Garrett worked briefly in the California Department of Food and Agriculture, assessing the human health impacts of pesticide use.  She then went overseas, living and working in southern Europe and sub-Saharan Africa, freelancing for Pacifica Radio, Pacific News Service, BBC-Radio, Reuters, Associated Press, and others.  In 1980 Garrett joined National Public Radio, working out of the network's San Francisco and Los Angeles bureaus as a science correspondent.  During her NPR years Garrett received National Press Club, San Francisco Media Alliance, and World Hunger Alliance awards.

In 1988 Garrett left NPR to join the science writing staff of Newsday, where she remains.  Her Newsday reporting has earned several awards, including the 1989 Award of Excellence from the National Association of Black Journalists (for “AIDS in Africa,” 1989) and the Bob Considine Award of the Overseas Press Club of America (for “AIDS in India,” 1995).  During 1992-93 Garrett attended Harvard University as a visiting fellow in the Harvard School of Public Health.  Over the years Garrett has contributed chapters to numerous books, including AIDS in the World, edited by Jonathan Mann, Daniel Tarantola and Thomas Netter, and Disease in Evolution: Global Changes and Emergence of Infectious Diseases.  She has also written for many publications, including Foreign Affairs, Esquire, Vanity Fair, The Los Angeles Times, The Washington Post, and has appeared frequently on national television programs.

VISUAL ARTS AND AIDS IN SOUTH AFRICA:

David Gere, PhD

Moderator

David Gere is Associate Professor and Acting Chair of UCLA’s Department of World Arts and Cultures, teaching in the areas of performance theory, queer theory, and AIDS/arts activism.  Prior to his affiliation with UCLA, Gere worked as an arts critic in the Bay Area, primarily for the Oakland Tribune, while contributing to the East Bay Express, San Francisco Sentinel, San Francisco Chronicle, The Los Angeles Times, and The New York Times. From 1992 to 1995 he served as co-chair of the International Dance Critics Association, where he was a strong advocate for the coverage of non-Euro-American dance in the nation’s newspapers and journals.  From 1996 to 1999 Gere co-directed audience-enrichment activities at Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival in Becket, Massachusetts, and in 1998 he was invited to be a fellow of the University of California Humanities Research Institute as a participant in the Interdisciplinary Queer Studies Group.  He is a co-editor of Taken by Surprise: A Dance Improvisation Reader and Looking Out: Perspectives on Dance and Criticism in a Multicultural World.  His newest book, How to Make Dances in an Epidemic: Tracking Choreography in the Age of AIDS, has been nominated for a Lambda Literary Award.  With funding from the Global Impact Research program of the UCLA International Institute, he is currently leading a three-year initiative on global HIV/AIDS and the arts called "MAKE ART/STOP AIDS.”  In 2004, he lived in Bangalore, India, on a Fulbright grant, studying the ways in which artists there are working to stop the AIDS epidemic.  You can read more about Gere’s work in India on pages 20-21 of the copy of Insider that you will find in this folder.

Carol Brown 

Director, Durban Art Gallery

Carol Brown has, since 1995, served as director of the Durban Art Gallery in Durban, South Africa. The transformed policies of the museum in the post-apartheid era have led to a strong emphasis on increasing awareness of human rights and AIDS through contemporary art practice and exhibition. 

The Durban Art Gallery, now in its second century of existence, is home to collections that are as diverse as the country's population.  Artworks from Europe, the East and Africa, dating from the 15th century to the present, make the gallery a microcosm of the many histories represented in South Africa.  The gallery has a comprehensive collection of artworks, and constantly rotates displays from its permanent collection, interspersing them with traveling exhibitions of contemporary and historic pictures and artifacts. 

One of the most dramatic manifestations of the gallery’s process of reinvention is known as Red Eye.  Occurring on the first Friday evening of each month, Red Eye has been drawing crowds of up to 2000 people for more than five years.  These events attract a young, trendy crowd and feature the work of up-and-coming South African artists, designers, and performers.

Ms. Brown recently curated the exhibition “Ties That Bind,” which examined relationships in South Africa and opened the exhibition space at Constitutional Hill in Johannesburg.  In 2002 she guest-curated the exhibition “Break the Silence” at the UCLA Fowler Museum of Cultural History.

Robert Sember, PhD

Robert Sember is a researcher in the Department of Sociomedical Sciences at the Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University.  Dr. Sember’s work focuses on prevention, treatment, and policy aspects of the HIV/AIDS epidemic.  He has managed and directed programs focused on the needs of minority populations, including inner-city youth, transgendered people, homeless persons with multiple diagnoses, incarcerated men and women, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, and border communities.  He is currently involved in Ford Foundation-funded research on global sexual-rights policy, and a National Institutes of Health-funded study on the impact of access to antiretroviral treatment on women in KwaZulu-Natal.  This latter study involves a partnership between HIVAN and the Mailman School of Public Health. Robert is also involved in UNAIDS-funded work on the contributions artists make to mobilizing communities to respond to the HIV/ AIDS epidemic.  He explores his interest in the intersection between health and culture in classes he teaches in Medical Humanities in Columbia University’s School of Medicine, and as a member of the Narrative Medicine Program at Columbia University.  An associate editor of the American Journal of Public Health, Sember was born and raised in Durban, South Africa.

FILM AND DISCUSSION: 
Claire Panosian Dunavan, MD

Dr. Panosian, a practicing tropical medicine specialist, is a Professor of Medicine at the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA who attended Stanford University, Northwestern University, and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine before completing a residency in internal medicine at Northwestern Medical Center and a fellowship in infectious diseases and geographic medicine at Tufts-New England Medical Center.  Since 1984 she has taught courses in tropical medicine, global health, and international human rights in the UCLA School of Medicine, School of Public Health, College of Letters and Sciences, and Graduate School of Education, and worked extensively overseas, visiting Albania, Armenia, Indonesia, Pakistan, the Philippines, Taiwan, Vietnam and Tanzania.

 Dr. Panosian’s scientific bibliography includes original research articles as well as chapters, reviews, and editorials on parasitic infections, diarrhea, tuberculosis, malaria, and immunization.  She is currently a Councilor of the American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene and a senior consultant to the Institute of Medicine Board on Global Health.  In 2004, she co-edited the Institute of Medicine report “Saving Lives, Buying Time: Economics of Malaria Drugs in an Age of Resistance,” and she recently completed work on another Institute of Medicine report, one that addresses the need to mobilize the nation’s preeminent professionals to combat HIV/AIDS in hard-hit African, Caribbean, and Southeast Asian countries.

Claire Panosian Dunavan’s second career, as a print and broadcast journalist, includes six years as a medical writer, reporter, and co-anchor for Lifetime Television (1987-1993).  In 1997 her interview with a dying physician won a “Freddie” Award from the International Medical Film and TV Competition.  In recent years she has written regularly for Scientific American and Discover magazines.  In 1999, she created and launched “The Doctor Files,” a monthly column in the Los Angeles Times.  In 2000, Panosian and husband Patrick Dunavan—an eight-time Emmy Award-winning documentary filmmaker—produced a half-hour television program on hepatitis B that has aired in multiple languages, reaching more than 300 million international viewers. 

Dean Jamison, PhD

Dr. Jamison is a Professor of Education and of Public Health at the University of California, Los Angeles.  He concurrently serves as Fellow of the Fogarty International Center at the U.S. National Institutes of Health and as an Adjunct Professor in Peking University's Guanghua School of Management and in the University of Queensland School of Population Health.  Before joining the UCLA faculty in 1988, Jamison spent many years at the World Bank, where he was a senior economist in the research department, task manager for projects in China and The Gambia, division chief for education policy, and division chief for population, health and nutrition.  

In 1992-93 Dr. Jamison temporarily rejoined the World Bank, to serve as Director of the World Development Report Office and as lead author for the Bank’s 1993 World Development Report, Investing in Health.  His publications are in the areas of economic theory, public health, and education.  Jamison studied at Stanford (AB in Philosophy, MS in Engineering Sciences) and at Harvard (PhD in Economics, under K.J. Arrow).  In 1994 he was elected to membership in the Institute of Medicine of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences, and he currently chairs the Institute’s Board on Global Health.

PROCESSIONAL AND RECESSIONAL:

Iddi Saaka

Iddi Saaka is from the Gonja ethnic group of northern Ghana.  He has been dancing since childhood.  For the past four years he has been residing outside Ghana, exploring new movement styles and new conceptual themes.  In 2000 Saaka graduated with a distinction from the dance department of the School of Performing Arts, University of Ghana.  After graduation he lived in Israel for two years, where he and his wife, Galia Boneh, created performances employing African dance and culture, and performed extensively throughout Israel.  In addition to schools and community centers, Saaka performed at the Israel Museum in Tel-Aviv, the African Studies Department of the University of Tel Aviv, and at the Jerusalem Annual Arts Festival.  In May 2003 Saaka was invited to perform at the residence of the president of Israel. 

In 2002 Saaka moved to Los Angeles for the purpose of pursuing an MFA degree in choreography at UCLA.  Since then he has choreographed and performed at the Skirball Center, the International Festival of Masks in Los Angeles, UCLA’s Royce Hall, and the Fowler Museum.  His choreography “Drum for Me” was chosen to represent UCLA at the American College Dance Festival at Modesto, California.  Saaka expects to graduate from UCLA in March 2005.  For the past three years he has been teaching beginning and intermediate-level courses of Ghanaian Dance at the Department of World Arts and Cultures of UCLA.  Saaka is a recipient of awards for outstanding performance from the University of Ghana, the Glorya Kaufman Fund, and the Jean Irwin Fund. 

Saaka uses his choreography to engage his audience in social issues of the world in which he grew up, and the world at large.  Recently he has made works that address global politics and how these have affected the African continent.
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